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The Illinois Association of REALTORS® 
PPaasstt  PPrreessiiddeennttss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  

 

To enhance the professional development of Illinois real estate professionals. 
 

Past Presidents of the Illinois Association of REALTORS®: 
 
William C. Johnson   1916-1920 
Joseph K. Brittain   1920 
J.B. Whitehead   1921 
John W. McDowall   1922 
James R. Smart  1923 
George W. Ross  1924-1925 
Ralph V. Field  1926-1927 
C.N. Gortham  1928 
Charles E. Jackson  1929-1930 
D. Leroy Morgan  1930 
George F. Nixon  1931 
N.D. Taylor   1933 
Cary E. Debutts  1934 
Charles S. Wanless  1935-1936 
Jules F. Fisher  1937 
George Schneider, Jr.  1938-
1939 
Leo G. Varty  1940 
Roy C. Montgomery  1941 
Homer Martin  1942 
Morgan L. Fitch  1943-1944 
Loren L. Whitehead  1944-1945 
A.J. Mielke  1945-1946 
Ronald J. Chinnock   1946-1947 
T.A. Sumner   1947-1948 
J.H. Finnegan  1949 
Fred B. Huebenthal  1950 
Francis S. Keye  1951 
Frank W. Rukavina   1952 
Edwin W. Chase   1953 
Gail M. Wanless 1954 
Dominic A. Romano  1955 
Lewis V. Hogan   1956  

Hugh C. Michels   1957 
William H. Barnes   1958 
Robert N. McGuire   1959 
Walter L. Rhein   1960 
Ralph J. Silverwood   1961 
William S. Allmart  1962 
Ray O. Speckman   1963 
Rich Port   1964 
Arthur F. Mohl   1965 
Robert M. Steger   1966 
M. Edward Smith   1967 
Richard C. Powelson  1968 
Frank Burke   1969 
Kathryn Duncan   1970 
Ralph Pritchard   1971 
Erven Luchs  1972 
Vincent Penza  1973 
Douglas C. Carson  1974 
John M. Picken  1975 
Robert Hintze  1976 
Ralph H. Martin 1977 
Walt Schlemer  1978 
Robert D. Haas   1979 
Roy Fair  1980 
Don Ursin  1981 
Leo Sheridan, Jr.  1982 
Jack Hamer   1983 
Lydia Franz  1984 
Myron Thaden  1985 
William Griffin  1986 
R. Rex Rowland  1987 
Randall Raynolds  1988 
William Cahill  1989 

Arlen Speckman  1990 
Gerald Perlow  1991 
Phil Johnson  1992 
Dick Crosby  1993 
Alex LaBelle  1994 
Janet Plecki  1995 
Carol Shields  1996 
Pat Dalessandro  1997 
Jim Merrion  1998 
Jean Crosby  1999 
Judie McConville  2000 
Colleen Lessner  2001 
Ron Hardgrove  2002 
Toni Sherman  2003 
John C. Kmiecik  2004  
John Veneris  2005 
Stan Sieron  2006 
Robert Zoretich  2007 
Kay Wirth, 2008 
Pat Callan, 2009 
Michael Onorato 2010 
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PPrreessiiddeennttss  ooff  tthhee  IIlllliinnooiiss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  RREEAALLTTOORRSS®®  
 

Voluntary contributions made to the Illinois Association of REALTORS® Past Presidents Scholarship 
Fund make it possible for the Illinois Association of REALTORS® Past Presidents’ educational 
influence to continue. 
 
The Illinois Association of REALTORS® Past Presidents Scholarship Fund will be used to award 
scholarships for Illinois residents who are members of the Illinois Association of REALTORS to 
pursue their GRI (Graduate REALTOR® Institute) or CRB (Certified Residential Broker) designation.  
The number of scholarships awarded will be determined by the Foundation.  The Foundation wishes to 
award the maximum amount of scholarships each year.  Each scholarship will pay for tuition, 
reimbursement for actual expenses incurred, including hotel expenses and meals, may also be 
considered by the Foundation.  Total scholarship, including tuition and reimbursement, is not to exceed 
$500.   
 
The Presidents of the Illinois Association of REALTORS® are proven leaders in Illinois’ real estate 
industry and represent the best of Illinois REALTORS®.  Their hard work and dedication to the Illinois 
Association of REALTORS® and the real estate industry in general is immeasurable. 
 
The President of the Illinois Association of REALTORS® serves as the chief elected officer of the 
Association, representing the entire membership.  The President of the Illinois Association of 
REALTORS® many duties include directing the other officers, presiding as chairperson over the Board 
of Directors and acting as chief spokesperson for the Association.   The President of the Illinois 
Association of REALTORS® also serves as chairperson of all meetings of the Association’s Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee as well as serving as chairperson of the Leadership Committee.  
As chief spokesperson for the Association they are responsible for keeping the membership, public, 
press, legislative bodies and similar organizations informed on issues affecting the Association and its 
membership. 
 
 

TThhee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  
 

The Illinois Real Estate Educational Foundation is a not-for-profit organization established to aid and 
promote real estate education throughout Illinois.  The Foundation is supported through voluntary 
contributions from organizations and individuals who recognize the importance of furthering academic 
experience and training in the Illinois Real Estate industry.  
 

 

EElliiggiibbiilliittyy  
 

Any resident of Illinois who is a member of the Illinois Association of REALTORS® is eligible to 
apply for a scholarship. This Scholarship cannot be used for reimbursement for previously attended 
courses. 
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SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  CCRRIITTEERRIIAA  
 

RReettaaiinn  tthhiiss  ppaaggee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  rreeccoorrddss  
 
The application must be completed and returned to the Foundation’s office not later than October 1.  Copies of 
letters of recommendation and reference must also be received by the Foundation’s office not later than October 
1.  Mail all information to the Illinois Real Estate Education Foundation; P.O. Box 2607; Springfield, Illinois 
62708. 
 
The selection of scholarship recipients will be determined by the Foundation, taking into consideration the 
following criteria: 
 The applicant’s status as an Illinois resident and a member of the Illinois Association of REALTORS®; 
 The applicant’s references and recommendations by at least one real estate broker from the office with 

which the applicant is affiliated (if the applicant is from a small office a designated principle broker from 
another firm within the same local association may be used) and from two officers from the local Board of 
which the applicant is a member, one of which may be the local Board Executive Officer; 

 The applicant has been a licensed real estate agent or broker for a minimum of one year, working and 
residing in Illinois; 

 The applicant’s intended course of study. 
 
All of the following must be submitted by October 1 along with the scholarship application form:  (The 
following checklist is for your convenience only) 
 
 1.  A typed, signed statement of activities in your local Board, including any committee memberships or 
chairmanships, of your attendance at local Board meetings and functions, and of your attendance at meetings 
and functions of the Illinois Association of REALTORS®. 
 
 2.  Information regarding community involvement, including details of local, state and national 
participation in civic and service clubs, charitable activities, political action, fraternal or religious groups. 
 
 3.  A letter of recommendation from at least one real estate broker from the office with which the 
applicant is affiliated.  (Replies from the references are to be sent directly to the Foundation, are confidential, 
and are under no circumstances to be revealed to the candidate.) 
 
 4.  Letters of recommendations from two officers (one which may be the local Board Executive Officer) 
from the local Board of which the applicant is a member.  (Replies from these references are to be sent directly 
to the Foundation, are confidential, and are under no circumstances to be revealed to the candidate.)  
Information could include committees on which you have served, attendance at the local Board, State 
Association and National Association functions. 
 
 5.  Your personal letter providing information about why you need this particular scholarship, your 
plans for use of the scholarship, and your future goals as they relate to the use of this scholarship. 
 
 
To obtain an application packet, visit www.ilreef.org or call the Illinois Real Estate Educational Foundation at 
(866) 854-7333. The application materials described here should be sent to the address specified below. 
Questions not answered in this packet may also be directed to: Illinois Real Estate Education Foundation; P.O. 
Box 2607; Springfield, Illinois 62708. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I have had real estate training as follows: 
 

The following broker(s) have been requested to write letters regarding my qualifications, character and so forth, and to 
send them directly to the Illinois Real Estate Educational Foundation: 
 
 
Name     Title or Position    Address 

_____________________________ ______________________          ____________________________________ 

_____________________________ ______________________          ____________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant 

Your signature above affirms that all information provided on this form is true as of the date specified.   
Thank you or your interest in the Past Presidents Scholarship Program. 

PPaasstt  PPrreessiiddeennttss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  
AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN  FFOORRMM – Please type or print neatly  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicant’s Name 

The following two officers (please indicate office held) of the local Board with which I am affiliated (please indicate 
Board) have been requested to write letters regarding my qualifications, character and so forth, and to send them 
directly to the Illinois Real Estate Educational Foundation: 
 
Name     Title or Position    Address 

_____________________________ ______________________          ____________________________________ 

_____________________________ ______________________          ____________________________________ 
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Mail this completed application by October 1 to:   
Illinois Real Estate Educational Foundation 

P.O. Box 2607 
Springfield, IL 62708 

I hereby make application for the Past Presidents 
Scholarship from the Illinois Real Estate Educational  
Foundation to be used at: (check one)  

 The Graduate REALTOR® Institute 
of Illinois (GRI) 

–or- 

 the Certified Residential Broker 
(CRB) 

 

Social Security Number Date 

I am a citizen of the United States of America:  

  Yes    No 

I am a resident of the State of Illinois:  

  Yes    No 

Residence Address 

Firm Name 

City State Zip Code City State Zip Code 

Firm Address 

I received my license in     
Real Estate License Number 
       

Telephone:  (866) 854-7333 
Fax: (217) 241-9935 

Date 

I am a member of the Illinois Association of REALTORS®:  

  Yes    No 



 
ILLINOIS REAL ESTATE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 2607 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 
 
 

 
 


